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SYLLABUS

SOCIOLOGY 315: SOCIOLOGY OF TERRORISM
Professor:
Edward Crenshaw


Quarter: 

AU  2006
Office:

328 Bricker Hall


Classroom:

AP 0012
Off. Hours:
TH 2:00 - 5:00
      

Day & Time:

TTH 11:30-1:18

Off. Phone:
292-5455


Home Page:
www.sociology.ohio-state.edu/emc 

E-mail:
Crenshaw.4@sociology.osu.edu


INTRODUCTION

In recent times, domestic and international terrorism has become a distressing feature of social life for the world’s people.  Between 1981 and 2001 there were 9,000 separate acts of international terrorism, and between 1996 and 2001 over 18,000 people were killed or injured by these attacks.  While these numbers are relatively small in comparison to other forms of political violence (e.g., civil war), the economic, political, and social-psychological impact of terrorism should not be underestimated.  For instance, the social and economic costs of the 9/11 attacks run into the hundreds of billions of dollars.  For these reasons, terrorism has become a critical area of study for the social sciences.


The purpose of this course is to provide a broad review of the definitions, histories, types, and theories of terrorism, with a special focus on sociological approaches (e.g., social movements theory, network analysis, and ideology).  Moreover, we will be discussing the consequences of terrorism in terms of social responses to terrorism (e.g., homeland security), the economic and political costs of such responses (e.g., civil rights), and the possibility of preventing terrorism in the future.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
Jonathan R. White.  2006. Terrorism and Homeland Security, 5th ed.  Thomson: Belmont, CA.

One coursepack available at the Copez mainstore at Tuttle.

REQUIREMENTS:
Exams:  There will be two exams in this class: a mid-term (Oct. 26) and a final (Dec. 6- tentative date).  These exams will consist of a mixture of multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and essay questions.  Each will be worth 100 points.

Term Paper:  One term paper is required in this course; the paper is due in class on November 30, 2006.   The paper should be approximately 12 to 15 pages long and incorporate at least ten (10) assorted references (typically scholarly journal articles or books, but a limited number of journalistic sources will be acceptable).  In the second week of class a list of potential topics will be distributed in class.  On October 10, 2006, you will submit a 2-page statement of the topic selected for the paper.  This statement will be returned with comments.   Please refer to the Guide to the Term Paper for more details.

GRADING POLICY
     
Each component of your final grade is weighted in the following manner:

Mid-term exam:


100 pts.    


 30% of grade

Final exam:



100 pts.    


 30% of grade

2-Page Paper Blueprint:

  30 pts.


 10% of grade

Term Paper:



100 pts. 


 30% of grade

Total Points:



330pts.


100%

     Final grades will be calculated on a kind of curve, with the highest number of total points becoming the new Aceiling@ I use to calculate adjusted grades.  Regardless, if you score above 297 points you are guaranteed an A- or better, 264 a B- or better, 231 a C- or better, with 198 or better constituting passing on an absolute scale.

MAKE-UPS AND INCOMPLETES
     My policy on make-ups and incompletes is very rigid.  Make-up exams will be allowed only if you have given 24-hour notice ahead of time that you will miss the exam and a legitimate (verifiable) reason for missing the scheduled exam.  THIS MEANS YOU MUST CONTACT ME PRIOR TO MISSING A SCHEDULED EXAM.  ALL MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL DIFFER FROM IN-CLASS EXAMS. I am not willing to accept late papers without penalty; I will take off ten (10) points per day from papers turned in after the November 30th deadline.  Finally, incompletes will be granted as course grades only in the direst emergency situations.

ATTENDANCE
     No formal penalty will be assessed for missing class.  The lectures and films in this course are a critical part of exams and will help you write your papers, so it is in your best interest to attend each and every class.  Also, on occasion I distribute an attendance sheet that I use to assess students bordering on higher grades.  Good attendance could benefit you in more ways than one, in other words.

TOPICS, READING ASSIGNMENTS AND DUE DATES

I.  The Relevance/Importance of Terrorism    



Sept. 21, 2006  


Film:

In Memoriam – NYC 9/11  

II. Definitions/Types of Terrorism




Sept. 26, 2006   

Film:

Terror Strikes Moscow

Readings:

White, Chaps. 1 & 6

III. History of Terrorism in the Modern Era

 
A.
French Revolution/Anarchists



Sept. 28, 2006
Film:

The Legacy of Violence

Readings:

White, Chap. 2

Coursepack:
Austin Turk. 2004. “Sociology of Terrorism.”



David Rapoport. 2002. “The Four Waves of Rebel Terror and




September 11.”

B. Nationalism, Ethnicity  & Anti-Colonialism


Oct. 3-5, 2006
Films:

The War Against Colonialism 



Terror Goes International
Readings:

White, Chaps. 11, 12

C. Religious Terrorism





Oct. 10-12, 2006

Film:

Inside 9/11 – War with America

Readings:


White, Chap. 4

>>>>>2-Page Paper Statement/Blueprint Due in Class

Oct. 10, 2006
IV. Theories of Terrorism


A.
Psychological/Ideologies  & Hero Myths

Oct. 17, 2006

Films:

Suicide Bombers – Cult of Death

Readings:


Coursepack:
Jeff Victoroff. 2005. “The Mind of the Terrorist.”




Jarrold Post. 1996. “Terrorist Psycho-Logic”




Arena & Arrigo. “Social Psychology, Terrorism, and Identity.”




Theordore Sarbin. 1997.  “The Poetics of Identity.”


B.
Theories of Social Deprivation



Oct. 19, 2006

Readings:


Coursepack:
Wienberg, Padhzur and Canetti-Nisim. 2003. “The Social and





Religious Characteristics of Suicide Bombers and Victims.”




Robert Pape. 2005.  “The Demographic Profile of Suicide




Terrorists.”




David Boyns and J. D. Ballard. 2004. “Developing a Sociological





Theory for the Empirical Understanding of Terrorism.”


C.
Social Movements & Resource Perspectives

Oct. 24, 2006

Readings:


White, Chaps. 3, 5


Coursepack:
David Leheny. 2005. “Terrorism, Social Movements, and





International Security.”




Harold Kerbo. 1982. “Movements of ‘Crisis’ and Movements





of ‘Affluence’.”




J. I. Ross. 1993. “Structural Causes of Oppositional Political





Terrorism.”




Anthony Oberschall. 2004. “Explaining Terrorism:  The





Contribution of Collective Action Theory.”




Ted Gurr.  1990. “Terrorism in Democracies.”

>>>>>MID-TERM EXAM






Oct. 26, 2006
V.  Clash of Civilizations?  Terror’s 4th Wave



A.
History of Identity Terrorism in the Middle East
Oct. 31/Nov. 2 2006

Film:

Brotherhood of Terror – the Muslim Brotherhood
Readings:


White, Chaps. 9, 10 

Coursepack:
Samuel Huntington. 1996. The Clash of Civilizations, Chaps. 1 & 9




John A. Armstrong. 1998. “Religious Nationalism and Collective

Violence.”


B.
Jihadism – The Current War 



Nov. 7-9, 2006

Films:

Osama Bin Laden – In the Name of Allah





The War Against Al Qaeda

Readings:


White, Chaps. 7, 8


Coursepack:
Bernard Lewis. 2002. “Introduction & The Lessons of the

Battlefield.”



Bernard Lewis. 2003. “A Failure of Modernity.”



Marc Sageman. 2004. “The Origins of the Jihad.” 

VI. The Social Consequences of Terror


A.
Economic Consequences




Nov. 14, 2006

Readings:


Coursepack:
J.N. Goodrich. 2002. “September 11, 2001 Attack on America.”


B.
Political & Social Consequences



Nov. 16, 2006

Readings:


Coursepack:
Irving Louis Horowitz. 2005. “National Consequences of





International Terrorism.”

VII. Terrorism & Homeland Security




Film:

Clear the Skies – 9/11

A.
Western Security Measures & Terrorism


Nov. 21, 2006

Readings:


White, Chaps. 15, 17


Coursepack:
Wendy Haynes. 2004. “Seeing Around Corners: Crafting the





New Department of Homeland Security.”


B.
Security and Civil Liberties



Nov. 28, 2006

Readings:


White, Chap. 16


C.
The Future of Terrorism/Review



Nov. 30, 2006

Readings:


Coursepack:
Lewis Branscomb. 2004. “Protecting Civil Society from





Terrorism.”

>>>>>TERM PAPER DUE IN CLASS




Nov. 30, 2006
>>>>>FINAL EXAM
11:30 – 1:18 p.m. (tentative date)

Dec. 6, 2006
Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately

accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as

possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is

located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone

292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

